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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, In the year 1986, the Governor's Rural Affairs
Council was established by Governor Janes R Thonpson under
the pro-active | eadership of then Lieutenant Governor Ceorge

Ryan; and

WHEREAS, In the year 1990, then Lieutenant Governor Ryan,
chair of the Council, recogni zed the inportance of inproving
the quality of life of rural residents and the inportance of

providing a collective voice for rural Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, In the year 2000, Governor George Ryan's
Executive Order No. 1 directed Lieutenant Governor Corinne
Wod, chair of the Council, to develop and inplenent a
conprehensive strategy for inproving the delivery of State
services to rural Illinois with the aim of expanding
opportunities for rural businesses and famlies and for

inmproving the quality of life of rural residents; and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Governor Wod hosted a series of
statewi de Rural Leadership Foruns to hear firsthand from
| ocal |eaders the challenges and opportunities facing rural

busi nesses and rural famlies; and

WHEREAS, The testinony provided at the Rural Leadership
Forunms was conpiled, in partnership with the Institute for
Rural Affairs at Western Illinois University, to develop the
annual report to the Governor and the GCeneral Assenbly
entitled "Rural Illinois: Charting a Course for a New

M1l enniunm; and

WHEREAS, The report provides a foundation for coordinated
actions and public-private partnerships to encourage rural

growt h and prosperity; and

VWHEREAS, The Governor's Rural Affairs Council has been

revitalized and serves as a statewide partner wth State
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agencies and private organi zations in |lending support to the

| ocal | eaders of rural comunities; and

VWHEREAS, Lieutenant Governor Wod has encouraged the
General Assenbly and the Governor to continue to strengthen
the rural econony, provide services to rural Illinois, and
inprove the quality of life of rural residents; therefore, be

it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI N,
that we urge Governor Ryan to work with the General Assenbly
to inplement the recomendations in the Governor's Rural
Affairs Council's report "Rural Illinois: Charting a Course

for a New M Il enniunt; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

delivered to the Governor
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